‘Crate’ results from Sam’s
housetraining experiment

SAM THE Golden Retriever puppy had been
with the Murphy family for a week. House-
training had not been going well, and there
had been accidents every morning so far,
with puddles on the floor and ‘presents’
under the table. The family’s patience was
beginning to wear thin.

One morning, Paul Murphy was the first to
come downstairs. He pushed the kitchen
door open slowly, to see if the puppy was
still asleep. Sam was wide awake, and was
on the far side of the kitchen. The middle of
the kitchen floor had been flooded by two
large puddles. Paul was just thinking ‘I had
better mop those up’ when he realised that
the puppy had seen him, and was coming to
greet him. Sam was a big, bouncy pup, and
as he charged across the kitchen floor, he
skidded in the middle of the puddle, flopping
onto his side. He scrambled onto his feet,
and continued his rush towards Paul.
Moments later, Paul was receiving a full
scale enthusiastic welcome from a large
excited puppy. This would have been charm-
ing in other circumstances, but the fall in the
puddle had turned Sam from a fluffy, cuddly
bundle into a smelly, wet nuisance.
‘Hmmm’, Paul thought to himself, ‘We need
to find a better way to train this pup’.

House training is the most basic and
important skill that needs to be taught to
puppies. Occasional puddles in the home
may be acceptable when a puppy is very
young, but once a dog reaches the age of
four months or so, an owner expects that
their pet will have learned to go outside to
‘do their business’.

In the past, housetraining methods were
misguided, and owners were told that they
should ‘rub their pets noses in it" to teach
them that they had done wrong. These
harsh methods never worked well, and it is
now widely accepted that the best way to
train dogs is by rewarding them for the right
behaviour rather than trying to punish them
for doing the wrong thing. Dogs are intelli-
gent, and it is remarkable to observe how
rapidly they can learn new skills when they
are encouraged in the right way.

Most pups learn to be housetrained quick-
ly and easily. The traditional method starts
with ‘paper training’. Pieces of newspaper
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are spread on the floor, usually close to the
outside door. Whenever the puppy starts to
show signs that he needs to go to the toilet,
he is picked up and placed on the newspa-
per, and given lots of praise. The puppy very
rapidly learns that if he goes over to the
newspaper on his own initiative, he is given
attention and praise by his owner.

Once a puppy has been trained to newspa-
per, cleaning up is a much easier job. The
puppy can be left downstairs overnight on
his own, and in the morning, it is just a case
of folding up the dirty newspaper and put-
ting it in the bin.

As the puppy grows older, his bladder
capacity increases, and he can hold on with-
out toileting for progressively longer peri-
ods. During this time, owners gradually train
pups to go outdoors. Again, this normally
happens easily and naturally. As the pup is
taken outside for walks, his owner makes a
fuss of him every time he goes to the toilet.
This rapidly teaches the puppy that going
outside is superior to going on newspaper,
and soon, the housetraining process is com-
pleted.

Some owners train their dogs to an even
higher level, by teaching them to use a par-

ticular area outside. This can be done very
simply by visiting the desired part of the gar-
den as soon as you go outside. As soon as
your dog starts to do what he is meant to do,
give him plenty of praise, and perhaps even
a food treat. He will rapidly learn the routine,
and soon he will even go to the same place
without your encouragement.

Housetraining is not always easy. The Mur-
phy household was a good example of the
problems that can be encountered. Even
occasional accidents from large puppies can
cause considerable mess.

Sam was an ideal candidate for ‘crate
training’. Paul bought a large wire cage from
a local pet shop. This was big enough to
hold Sam’s basket as well as water and food
bowls. The cage (or ‘crate’) was installed in
one end of the kitchen, and it became Sam'’s
home. He was given treats and chew toys
when he was put into the cage, and he soon
began to regard it as his ‘den’. If the door
was left open, he would voluntarily go into
the cage and lie in his bed. It was his own
territory and he seemed to like it.

The crate training system takes advantage
of a very strong natural instinct of dogs -
they never go to the toilet in their own den.
The area of the cage was sufficiently small
that Sam saw the whole area as ‘his den’.
The family kitchen area had been too big to
be Sam’s den, which is why he had been
having those accidents overnight.

The Murphys now had a new routine for
Sam. Whenever he was left alone, he was
put into his cage with a chew toy. Then as
soon as someone came back, they would
immediately take Sam from his cage straight
into the back garden, where the normal
housetraining routine was carried out, giv-
ing Sam praise and rewards when he did his
business.

The crate training solved the problem with
Sam overnight. There were no more acci-
dents on the kitchen floor. The cage also pre-
vented other complications, and Sam has
never been in trouble for other types of
puppy mischief, such as chewing shoes or
table legs. Sam is now six months old, and
he still enjoys staying in his cage. Every dog,
like every human, is entitled their own pri-
vate space, and Sam'’s cage suits him well.



